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UN General Assembly Informed of R&D Pharmaceutical Industry’s 
Substantial Contributions to Millennium Development Goals 

New York, 14 June 2010 – The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & 
Associations (IFPMA) today delivered a formal statement1 to the United Nations General Assembly 
Hearings with NGOs, Civil Society and the Private Sector on the UN Millennium Development 
Goals. The IFPMA, the only industry body selected to make such a statement, outlined its 
members’ major contributions to the health-related UN MDGs, their observations on the lessons 
learnt from their wide range of programs to help improve health in developing countries, and 
recommendations for advancing progress in this area. 

IFPMA Director General Eduardo Pisani said: “The scale of the challenge posed by the UN MDGs 
is large. We can only hope to achieve them through global partnerships, with contributions from 
countries of all levels of economic development, and the active participation of governments, 
intergovernmental organizations, NGOs, philanthropic groups and the private sector. The R&D-
based pharmaceutical industry contributes to global health through its normal business activity of 
developing new medicines, but it also makes additional contributions to improving developing 
country health, through an extensive range of not-for-profit and philanthropic partnership programs 
to improve access to health care, strengthen health care capacity and develop new medicines for 
diseases of the developing world.” 

From the inception of the MDGs in 2000 to their mid-point at the end of 2007, IFPMA member 
companies made available enough philanthropic assistance to reach 1.75 billion people in 
developing countries, with treatments for patients, training for health professionals and health 
education for populations at risk. The value of this assistance was USD 9.2 billion.2 In 2005 alone, 
the industry’s philanthropic assistance amounted to some USD 1.5 billion – equivalent to 11% of 
total OECD health development aid. 

The 2010 edition of the IFPMA’s Developing World Health Partnerships Directory3 shows that the 
research-based pharmaceutical industry now has a total of 213 developing world health 
partnership programs, up from 36 in 2003. These provide substantial support for the health-related 
MDGs 4 (children’s health), 5 (women’s health), 6 (infectious diseases, notably HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria) and 8 (partnerships), including the specific target 8e, calling for 
“cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, [to] provide access to affordable essential drugs in 
developing countries”. This cooperation covers medicines for many illnesses, including ones not 
covered by the MDGs, such as non-communicable diseases. 

IFPMA members are also working in partnerships to create new medicines for diseases of the 
developing world. Collectively, the industry is the third largest funder of this area of R&D, after the 
US Government and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and the number of medicine R&D 
projects undertaken by member companies for the top ten developing world diseases has grown 
from 32 in 2005 to 75 in 2009.4 

(Ends) 

1 www.ifpma.org/fileadmin/webnews/2010/pdfs/20100614_Statement_UN_MDGs_Hearing_14Jun2010.pdf  
2 www.ifpma.org/fileadmin/pdfs/webnews/20081114Release_Partnerships_Survey_19Nov08_Final.pdf  
3 www.ifpma.org/healthpartnerships  
4 www.ifpma.org/fileadmin/pdfs/webnews/2009_07_07_Status_RnD_for_DDW_07Jul09.pdf  
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About the IFPMA: 

The International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers & Associations is the global non-
profit NGO representing the research-based pharmaceutical industry, including the biotech and 
vaccine sectors. Its members comprise 25 leading international companies and 46 national and 
regional industry associations covering developed and developing countries. The industry’s R&D 
pipeline contains hundreds of new medicines and vaccines being developed to address global 
disease threats, including cancer, heart disease, HIV/AIDS and malaria. The IFPMA Clinical Trials 
Portal (www.ifpma.org/ClinicalTrials), the IFPMA’s Ethical Promotion online resource 
(www.ifpma.org/EthicalPromotion/) and its Developing World Health Partnerships Directory 
(www.ifpma.org/HealthPartnerships) help make the industry’s activities more transparent. The 
IFPMA supports a wide range of WHO technical activities, notably those relating to medicine 
efficacy, quality and safety, and coordinates industry participation in the WHO IMPACT initiative to 
combat counterfeit medicines. It also provides the secretariat for the International Conference on 
Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Registration of Pharmaceuticals for Human Use 
(ICH). 
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